
Season Premiere: Promise at Dawn  (2017)  
— Wednesday, October 3, 2018

Based on French writer Romain Gary’s 1960 autobiographical novel, this partially 
fictionalized remake by Eric Barbier focuses on the author’s early years: in Vilnius 
with his domineering Russian-Jewish mother; in France where, during World War II, he 
enlisted in the Free French Forces and would later marry actress Jean Seberg; and in 
Los Angeles at the time of his diplomatic posting as France’s consul general. Actress 
Charlotte Gainsbourg plays Gary’s unconventional, possessive and high-spirited mother, 
while cinematography, production design and costume design combine to great effect 
in this timeless film. In French with English subtitles. We invite all film festival patrons to 
enjoy a pre-screening dessert buffet hosted by our sponsor, Gelson’s Markets.

Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds -  
The Conductor Zubin Mehta  (2016)  
— Wednesday, November 7, 2018

This German documentary explores how one of the greatest living conductors wended 
his way from philharmonic orchestras all over the world to end up at his final choice: 
music director for life of the Israel Philharmonic. While the film describes how Mehta’s 
efforts, navigating among nations, to uncouple politics from Western music have not 
been without controversy, it above all communicates Mehta’s graciousness, absence 
of ego, and love and trust in his musicians. Filled with stirring performances and 
interviews with friends, family and colleagues, this globe-trotting biography is a tribute 
to an artistic virtuoso and a true believer in the international language of music. With 
English subtitles. We will welcome and hear from the film’s writer/producer/director 
during a Q&A immediately following the screening.

WEDNESDAY EVENING FILMS

Westpark 8 Cinemas  3735 Alton Parkway, Irvine
Introduction by screenwriter and psychologist Dr. Michael Berlin 
at 7:00 p.m., film to follow immediately. 

Shoelaces [Laces]   (2018)  
— Wednesday, March 13, 2019

As the father of a special needs child, Director Jacob Goldwasser felt that screen 
depictions of special needs characters did not ring true. His movie, Laces, zeroes in 
on the complex relationship between the aging Reuben and his special needs son, 
Gadi, who he abandoned as a young boy. When Reuben’s kidneys begin to fail, Gadi 
wants to donate one of his own to save his father’s life.  However, the transplant 
committee, believing that Reuben, as Gadi’s sole guardian, does not have the right to 
authorize the procedure, blocks its approval. Furious, Gadi sets out on a fight to save 
his father’s, and perhaps his own, life. The film examines relationships in terms of 
love, rejection and co-dependency, and wonders whether life is even possible without 
human connection. In Hebrew with English subtitles.



Sammy Davis Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me  (2017)  
— Sunday, January 6, 2019

This star-studded documentary pays tribute to the legendary, multi-talented and 
gifted song-and-dance man by examining his search for identity through the U.S. 
civil rights movement in the 20th century. As the most prominent African American 
to embrace Judaism, Sammy Davis Jr. joined another persecuted minority and found 
himself the target of bigoted white America. The film includes never-before-seen 
photographs from Davis’ vast personal collection, excerpts from performances on 
television, in film and on stage, and interviews with Harry Belafonte, Tony Bennett, 
Humphrey Bogart, Jerry Lewis, Whoopi Goldberg and Billy Crystal.

The Last Suit  (2017)  
— Sunday, October 28, 2018

At 88, Abraham Bursztein knows that his place in the world is disappearing. His 
children have sold his Buenos Aires home and arranged for him to move to a 
retirement community. But the Holocaust survivor built a successful life in a foreign 
land, and he isn’t ready to quietly fade away. Instead, he embarks on a secret trip to 
find and thank the Christian friend who once saved him from certain death. The Last 
Suit, though accompanied by a fast-paced, Klezmer-driven score, approaches weighty 
themes with a light reverence. The moral of the story – how any trip worth taking is a 
trip that will change us – will resonate with all. In a mix of Spanish, Yiddish, German 
and Polish with English subtitles.

Budapest Noir  (2017)  
— Sunday, January 20, 2019

Set in 1936 Hungary during the politically troubled and dangerous pre-Nazi 
alignment period, Budapest Noir tells the story of Zsigmond Gordon, a cynical, 
world-weary reporter. Secretly of Jewish heritage, Gordon is the only one interested 
in solving the murder of a seemingly unimportant Jewish prostitute. His clandestine 
investigation follows clues that lead to a dark, shadowy world of pornographers 
and brothels, crime syndicates and Communist cells. The more people try to scare 
Gordon away, the more he is determined to discover the truth about the country’s 
most corrupt, powerful and influential business leaders. This atmospheric, politically 
charged story of anti-Semitism, corruption and betrayal keeps audiences guessing all 
the way to its surprising climax. In Hungarian with English subtitles.

SUNDAY MORNING FILMS

Westpark 8 Cinemas  3735 Alton Parkway, Irvine
Bagel Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. Introduction by screenwriter and 
psychologist Dr. Michael Berlin at 10:00 a.m., film to follow 
immediately. 



The Chosen People? A 
Film About Jewish Identity  (2017)  
— Wednesday, October 17, 2018

In this compelling documentary, Director Josh Gippin strives to inspire people of different 
faiths to engage in respectful and meaningful dialogue about religion and living in harmony. 
The film examines the psychological warfare between Jews and Christians, Jews and Muslims 
and Christians and Muslims, as well as the competing views in Judaism, Islam and Christianity 
about the notion of “chosenness.”  Shining a light on Reconstructionist Judaism’s rejection 
of this concept, Gippin traveled around the country to interview a wide range of rabbis and 
theologians and gather their perspectives. Although Gippin’s ideas were enriched while 
producing the film, his personal position did not change. He leaves his audience with a 
question: What role should religion play in the 21st century?

Shattered: Journey into a Silent Past    (2017)  
— Wednesday, November 14, 2018

In this microcosmic look at the repercussions of nationalism and racism, Director Walter 
Wehmeyer, a German-born filmmaker living in Vienna, reconstructs a dark chapter of his 
family history: his grandfather’s 1937 acquisition, under Nazi government edicts, of an 
Aachen, Germany, fashion store that was seized, without compensation or apology, from its 
Jewish owners, the Lion family. In addition to unlocking and revealing the true story of this 
all-too-common act, Wehmeyer delves into the Lion family, particularly that of Salem, Oregon, 
resident Britta Franz, to recount their often harrowing experiences as they fled their country to 
build a new life in the United States.

DOCUMENTARIES AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

University Synagogue  3400 Michelson Dr., Irvine
Introduction at 7:00p.m., film to follow immediately.  Tickets for all of these 
films will be sold at the door. Tickets are $10 per person.

Simon and Theodore  (2017)  
— Sunday, February 24, 2019

In this touching French ‘dramedy’ we meet Simon, an emotionally troubled psychiatric 
patient who learns that he is about to become a father. Filled with apprehension 
about his impending new role, Simon escapes to find his way back to his wife, Rivka, 
who fears that Simon is incapable of caring for his child. As he searches for a way 
to prove her wrong, Simon has a chance meeting with young, prickly Theodore. On 
a cold Paris evening, the duo embarks on a series of misadventures and, as their 
worlds fuse, tangle and unravel, they discover that caring for another can often be 
easier than caring for oneself. Simon and Theodore share a funny existential journey 
that may well lead them toward self-acceptance. In French with English subtitles.



The Prince and the Dybbuk  (2017)  
— Wednesday, January 30, 2019

Director Michal Waszynski is an enigma. Born in Ukraine as Moshe Waks, the son of a poor Jewish 
blacksmith from Ukraine in 1904, he died in Italy as Prince Michal Waszynski, Hollywood producer 
and exiled Polish aristocrat. During World War I, Wasz changed his name, converted to Catholicism 
and fled to Poland. He made more than 40 films, but only one would remain his true obsession: 
“The Dybbuk or Between Two Worlds,” which was based on an old Jewish legend. Released in 1937, 
it is considered one of the most important and mystical Yiddish films ever made. Through interviews 
with his peers, film clips and excerpts from his journals, The Prince and the Dybbuk suggests that 
Waszynski was haunted by survivor’s guilt after the genocide in Poland, and that these feelings 
showed up in several of his films. The documentary mirrors the director’s personal life as a restless 
man with many secrets and untold stories. In Italian and Polish with English subtitles.

Shalom Bollywood:   
The Untold Story of Indian Cinema  (2017)  
— Wednesday, February 6, 2019

Who knew that Jewish actresses dominated Indian films in the first decades of its 100-year 
history? This feature-length documentary by Australian Danny Ben-Moshe reveals the role of 
India’s 2,000-year-old Jewish community in shaping the world’s largest film industry. When 
Indian cinema was born, it was considered taboo for Hindu and Islamic women to perform on 
screen, so local Jewish women took on female lead roles. Alongside other Jews in the industry, 
these screen stars pushed the boundaries of Indian cinema to make Bollywood what it is 
today. The film explores interfaith relations in a land without anti-Semitism. Told with humor 
and insight, Shalom Bollywood is a singing, dancing documentary. 

Amnesia  (2017)  
— Wednesday, March 6, 2019

Written and directed by Jerzy Sladkowski, this documentary captures the personal, political 
and historical significance of the July 4, 1946, pogrom against Jews of the Polish city of 
Kielce. The event, committed by the Jewish residents’ neighbors, has been all but deleted 
from Polish history. As Sladkowski revives it and searches for answers, he considers his own 
family’s role in the horror. This film is especially relevant in light of the current political climate 
in Poland and the need to confront and combat the legacies of anti-Semitism in Europe and 
around the world. No longer living in Poland, Sladkowski has produced and directed more 
than 50 films, primarily documentaries. In Polish with English subtitles.


